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Mario Polèse has this rare ability to delve into the details of an issue,
a concept or a question that requires a highly quantitative analysis
and just as easily step back to look at the broad public policy environment. He has the remarkable ability to make insightful contributions to both. I have read Polèse’s take on the growth pole concept
which I found extremely valuable. The next time I consulted his work,
I was reading his take on the forces that shape a firm’s decision to
locate in a given community. This speaks to Polèse’s ability to move
with ease from macro issues down to the level of a firm making a
decision.
There is yet another quality to Mario Polèse’s work that stands out
among many of his peers. He makes his work accessible, not only
to the specialists, but also to practitioners and students starting to
take an interest in regional and urban economics. I recall reading
Polèse on community economic development. He skilfully combined
a highly technical analysis with images that brought his material to
life for beginners in the field. In his take on smaller, remote communities struggling to remain viable, he put his finger on the important
issue with an image – who, he asked, would be the last to leave to
turn off the lights?

The collection of essays in this special issue of the Canadian Journal
of Regional Science is a fitting tribute to a giant in the field. The collection deals with issues that Mario Polèse has addressed throughout
his career. I applaud the choice of both authors and papers. They represent well Mario Polèse’s approach to the field. Richard Shearmur
takes a comprehensive look at Polèse’s contributions, underlining
his integrity and fearlessness. Chloé Duvivier, meanwhile, provides
a quantitative literature review on a timely issue for students of regional economic and public policy – broadband and firm location.
The above brings me to make one more observation about Mario Polèse’s contributions, one that needs to be underlined. Polèse’s work
and influence extends beyond the halls of academe. I know that a
number of government officials at both the provincial and federal
government levels have often consulted his work in their efforts to
shape public policy and to offer advice to policy makers.
I conclude with one wish – my hope is that now that Mario Polèse
is Professor Emeritus, he will continue to contribute to the regional
and urban development field. His The Wealth and Poverty of Regions:
Why Cities Matter has joined the ranks of the classics in the field. This
contribution alone gives Polèse the standing to share his wisdom
and become a mentor to the next generation of students in regional
economic and urban studies.
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All students of regional economic development, regional economics
and regionalism familiar with the literature know Mario Polèse’s
work. I have often turned to his contributions on numerous occasions in my own work.
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